
Some of the themes of Advent are light, expectation, hope as we enter into the spirit of the 

longing for the coming of the Messiah.  This time of year, The Old Testament readings call us to 

reflect on that original longing within the people of Israel for God to send them a Saviour.   

But when we look at Advent we can see the spirit of this season is also incarnated in a person, 

the person of John the Baptist.  In the bible, we see that John the Baptist’s mission is all about 

heralding the coming of Jesus, announcing the arrival of the Messiah and declaring that the 

Saviour has come.   

In the Gospel of Luke, of which the first chapters, give us the great majority of the Christmas 

story.  There, we see the accounts of the Annunciation and birth of Jesus are paralleled with the 

annunciation and birth of John the Baptist.  At the Visitation of Mary to her cousin Elizabeth, 

John the Baptist leaps in the womb of his mother to announce the presence of our Lord.  Even 

before he was born he was a herald of Jesus.   

In today’s Gospel, John the Baptist is preaching and baptizing in the Judean wilderness by the 

river Jordan.  If you have ever been to the Holy Land, to Israel and journeyed from Galilee to 

Jerusalem you most often drive through the Jordan River valley.  At Jericho, just before the 

Dead Sea, you take a right and climb out of the valley towards Jerusalem.  

This area is a desert, sand, short brush and not much else.  And this wilderness was John the 

Baptist’s home.  It is where he preached and ministered.   

He is the voice crying out in the wilderness, “Prepare the Way of the Lord.”  A voice crying out 

in the wilderness.  To hear this voice people had to make an effort to go out to hear him, see 

him, encounter him.  People had to leave their homes, their villages, their cities to find him and 

hear the message.   Head out to the wilds and camp for a day or two in order to encounter him 

and his word.  It was a big inconvenience.  And yet they came.   

A voice crying out in the wilderness, how easy it would be to lose such voice?  How easy for 

such a voice to swallowed up by nature? How easy it would be to ignore?   Who could be 

bothered to head out into the empty desert to listen to him?   

It is Advent and we are called to listen to the voice of John the Baptist calling us to conversion, 

calling us to prepare.  So, we have to make the effort to hear his voice.    Are we called to go 

camping in the desert?  Maybe?  Sometimes we make a retreat, away from normal life, in order 

to spend time with God’s word. 

But realistically it is more about that discerning heart.  What voices are we listening to?  What 

are we reading?  What are we watching?  What are we doing?  How are we behaving?  Is it 

from God?  Is it leading us to God?   

John the Baptist has that Advent voice, that Advent message- “prepare the way of the Lord.”  

Are we listening or is the wilderness of our lives, not the literal wilderness, but the noise and 



the distractions, and competing voices drowning it out?  Let’s work!  Let’s make the effort! Let’s 

pray!  Let’s repent of our sins as we prepare for the coming of the Lord.   

 

 

 

 

 


